DIRECTIONS FROM THE TGV AT AVIGNON
INTRODUCTION
Let me assure you, first of all, that it is impossible to lose your way in the Provence—the
routes are all well marked and every road eventually will get you where you want to go!
You just have to remember "bon courage"!!
The signs that are BLUE designate the Autoroute. The GREEN are the National routes
and the signs that have BLACK WRITING ON A WHITE BACKGROUND are the smaller,
supposedly slower roads. You will encounter many rond-points (roundabouts --- RA) and
each will be well marked ---- and remember you can go 'round and 'round each RA until
you are clear about which is your exit. Have a wonderful drive in the French
countryside!!
IF YOUR CAR HAS A GPS/NAVIGATION SYSTEM, YOU CAN GIVE IT MY ADDRESS - 1830
Chemin du Val de Guilhaud 84210 Pernes-les-Fontaines, France - AND IT SHOULD GET
YOU SAFELY TO Le Lavandin, although not necessarily by the route I give below.
(Please note a GPS might have my street name slightly misspelled as Val de Guillaud.)
GPS: 48.803579° Lat.; 2.117657° Long.
At the outer edge of the TGV grounds set the trip odometer on your car to zero and
the kilometer indicators given below will help you.
TIP: It might be helpful to figure out how to reset the trip odometer before you leave the
rental car parking lot. Then just reset it as you approach the exit roundabout (RA).

GENERAL DIRECTIONS:
In France you don’t drive by highway name and exit numbers! You drive from village to
village to village. At each RA the signs indicate which direction to go for each village. In
this case you will be driving....
1. From the TGV station near Avignon towards Carpentras, the largest town near
me.
2. You will exit toward the village of Saint Saturnin Les Avignon (long before you
would get to Carpentras)
3. From Saint Saturnin Les Avignon you go to Pernes-les-Fontaine (my village).
4. At Pernes-les-Fontaine you go very briefly toward Isle Sur La Sorgue to get to my
neighborhood.

STEP BY STEP DIRECTIONS:
1.

At the exit of the TGV station, enter your first roundabout (RA), go immediately
right (1st exit) in the direction of AUTRE DIRECTIONS. You will be on a two or
three lane road.

2.

Continue following the AUTRE DIRECTIONS or TOUTES DIRECTIONS exits on the
roundabouts until/unless told otherwise. (The signs will say one or the other,
never both)

3.

Drive 4.2 KILOMETERS (KM), you will see the first sign for CARPENTRAS.
NOTE: each signboard will list several villages; as the village you are seeking gets
closer to the top of the sign you will know that you are approaching a more
direct route --- do not be concerned about route numbers. Most of the French
have no idea of the numbering system and the maps and signs do not always
agree -SIMPLY DRIVE with the desired village as your destination).
You are still on the same road as when you began --- it wiggles and curves but
you have not turned off of it yet.

4.

At 5.6 KM, the village of SAINT SATURNIN LES AVIGNON as well as other
villages will begin to appear on the signs. There is always at least one warning
sign before the actual exit so move into the right lane now so that you can take
the exit for this village. LOOK FOR THE EXIT WHERE SAINT SATURNIN APPEARS
AS THE 2ND VILLAGE LISTED. This is where you will exit – there is no sign where
Saint Saturnin appears at the top!

5.

EXIT TO SAINT SATURNIN LES AVIGNON.

6.

Travel the short distance to the STOP SIGN, turn right and you are now on a
road known as N100. Continue on this one lane road until . . . .

7.

At 7.3 KM, you will come to a very large RA. A landmark as you approach this RA
will be the McDonald’s (also known locally as McDo) on your left. Stay in the
outside lane of the RA until . . . .

8.

At 7.7 KM, you will take the exit marked SAINT SATURNIN LES AVIGNON and
PERNES LES FONTAINES. A landmark at this point will be a large store to your
left as you approach the exit, name is SIMPLY.

9.

Continue in an easterly direction following the signs to SAINT SATURNIN LES
AVIGNON; this will be the first village that you will actually go through. It is a
curvy, twisting road but just stay on it.

10. When you come to the small, old RA of cobblestones go THROUGH it and
continue down the village street to the TRAFFIC LIGHT.
11. At the TRAFFIC LIGHT, the odometer will read 13.9 KM. Look across the
intersection, on the opposite or left corner there will be a sign to PERNES LES
FONTAINES, 11 kilometers. Go straight through the intersection and continue
on this road until . . . . .

12. At 21.2 KM exit the next to the last RA toward PERNES LES FONTAINES.
As you exit this RA notice the two old stone walls with lovely murals on either
side of the road indicating you are entering the area of PERNES.
13. Continue in the same direction until you come to the next and final RA at 24.0
KM. You will take the first exit to your immediate right marked ISLE SUR LA
SORGUE.
As a landmark there is a RENAULT garage on the corner as you turn right. You
are now on a route marked D938 and heading in a southerly direction. You are
getting very close.....
14. Go a short distance (3 to 5 blocks) and look on your left for a large sign written
on a cinderblock-like wall; CARROSSERIE ABATE, and just a little bit farther on
your right a not-too-large sign announcing CHEZ LAURETTE. SLOW DOWN and
just past that will be a small rectangular sign (on your right) that says
MOTOCROSS. SLOW DOWN MORE AND LOOK LEFT!
15. TURN LEFT ON Chemin les Barrades (a small country road) ---you will know it is
the right road because after you turn there is a log cutting business on the
corner on your right.
16. Drive down this small country road following its squiggles until you come to a 3way choice of roads. Do not turn left and do not go right--- INSTEAD take the
center choice which will again be marked MOTOCROSS and will have a small
street sign reading CHEMIN DU VAL DE GUILHAUD. This is my street!!
17. Continue on this road until you come to a canal with a little bridge. Cross the
canal and keep goingDo not be discouraged if you see tumbledown properties! You are still in the
right place. You will see a couple of houses/properties and then you will see my
next door neighbor who has lived there since birth eighty plus years ago. She,

with the help of her son, is still trying to grow vegetables to take to the Marche
Agricole in Avignon five or six days a week and it is just too much for them to
cope with --- consequently her property is unlike the meticulous farms so typical
of France! She owns just about everything you can see around the area but that
seems not to matter------ it's about the good ole' cash flow problem.
18. From the canal I am the THIRD property on the left, marked 1830. Ring the
buzzer at the gate, I will answer, open the gate and walk down to welcome you.
Park facing the olive grove in the area directly ahead of you as you drive onto
the grounds.
Just a reminder that check-in is between 4:30 and 6:30 unless we have made other
arrangements. I will be waiting and watching for you!!!! AND, I'm very excited about
having you as guests!
TRAVEL SAFELY AND ENJOY!! BON CHANCE!
A bientot,
Georgia
GPS: 48.803579° Lat.; 2.117657° Long.
For more information regarding the TGV railway system see
www.beyond.fr/travel/railtgv.html
Buy tickets online for the TGV at www.sncf.com

